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Policy priorities to address key gaps in EU policies on EDCs

Genon Jensen, EDC-Free Europe coalition spokesperson, 6 November 2019



70 organisations across Europe

C

= ALHem
= ' P
S‘ “*:'THE DANISH
SVERIGES - ECOLOGICAL
KONSUMENTER = L COUNCIL

EEB

._) CHEMT’mr @l EL L, "‘chemsec

HEAL

European GREENPEACE  Forbrugerradet
iranmental Tmnk
E I‘!ﬁ

Pesticide o ket ey
Action B E F
Without Harm D,I,E,:,mm LITHLLAMNLA,

CANTINE SANS

B PLASTIQUE
A pmwnces ARNIKA C R | l\l ZHR@ SCOTTISHHAZARDS. écoci _{}*7 eoqpes

m B REAS T"‘ i
I'\-. LD T O TR f'ﬂ cancar i
—— utee's Bnrvironimentad Networh r nT_I n c T o 1|
anares | QTEV on A&tiehs ? BUND hEJ support QPAN N Germany i‘": FODESAM

FRIENDS OF THE EARTH OF RMAARKT

Bl .- . Scxo '

haalth . anvironment . justice

F|u|||:[ IMTURE ALBORADA

& deiEe 7 génerations o xnPHYT0 s
Tﬁ:ﬂ:fa?ﬁs ' i o BB SED = \[CTMES

hipoalergiczni S & Kom o C:{’\ N e wemos
N— : .Istas PammekPr MM?WMW 0#;115 § s '




Why we are concerned
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Everyday exposures to EDCs contribute
to modern health epidemics.
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How are people exposed?

Children’s toys (phthalates) | Fragrances (phthalates)
Plastic drinking bottles (BPA, BPS, BPF) Food (pesticides like chlorpyrifos)
Cleaning products (phthalates, triclosan) | Food packaging (BPA, PFAS, phthalates)
House dust (flame retardants, pesticides) | Thermal cash register receipts (BPA, BPS)
Home furniture/electronics (flame retardants, PFAS) Drinking water (arsenic, lead, perchlorate)
Building materials (flame retardants, phthalates, PFAS) | Personal care products (parabens, phthalates, triclosan)

Available in English, Dutch,
Spanish, Portuguese, French
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8 demands for an EU EDC strategy

A

Consider public health and precaution
as the cornerstones of a new strategy.

Enhance public awareness of EDCs.
Improve regulation.
Reduce our EDC daily cocktail.

Speed up testing, screening and
identification.

Work towards a clean circular economy
& non-toxic environment.

Enhance EU market leadership for safer
substitution.

Monitor the health effects of single,
groups and mixtures of ED substances.

EDC FREE EUROPE

LET'S STOP HORMONE DISRUPTORS

EU has the obligation to protect its people and the environment
from all harm caused by endocrine disrupting chemicals

Our eight demands for an EU EDC strategy
May 2018

Why we are concerned

Endocrine disrupting chemicals (EDCs) are increasing our chances of getting serious and potentially lethal
diseases and health disorders as highlighted by experts from the World Health Organization (WHO) [1],
scientists from the Endocrine Society [2], and others. In these reviews of sdentific literature, impacts from
EDCs have been linked to reproductive and fertllity problems such as drastically falling sperm rates, as
well as hormone dependent cancers such as breast and prostate cancers. Neurological Impairments
Including autism and IQ loss as well as metabolic changes including obesity and diabetes have also been
associated with exposures to EDCs [3, 4]. In wildlife, there is further evidence of reproductive and
developmental harm linked to impairments in endocrine function in a number of wildlife species: EDCs
have been associated with changes in immunity and behaviour as well as skeletal deformities [S].

A growing body of science underpins the ways in which some people are more vulnerable than others to
the health impacts of endocrine disruption, even in small doses, with effects sometimes appearing
decades later. The time during development in the womb and during early childhood has been found to
be a particularly sensitive window of exposure and has raised serious concerns among health
professionals. In 2015 over 100 national societies of obstetricians and gynaecologists from around the
world called on policymakers to prioritise reducing exposures as an important means of disease
prevention [6].

Avolding EDCs is not a choice that a person can make anymore [7]. EDCs are found everywhere in our
dally lives: from high-profile substances, such as the bisphenols used In the making of certain plastic
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Available in multiple languages
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Bold action is urgent

Too many deadlines simply ignored

EP Parliament resolution calls for legislative proposals by June 2020
EC Political Guidelines

Ongoing fitness check on EDCs, many fitness checks on chemicals

“For the health of our citizens, our children and grandchildren,
Europe needs to move towards a zero-pollution ambition.”

“I will put forward a cross-cutting strategy to protect citizens’
health from environmental degradation and pollution, addressing
air and water quality, hazardous chemicals, industrial emissions,
pesticides and endocrine disrupters.”




3 priorities to reduce our EDC exposure

* Urgent reform of the legislation to stop allowing EDCs to be used in toys,
Food contact materials and cosmetics

* EDC exposure today can lead to impacts on the next generation so we
better minimise it now

e Establish an EU list of the most problematic groups of EDCs and
suspected endocrine disruptors

* Call on the Commission to effectively draw on all the data and expertise
already in place in leading countries such as France & Denmark

* Ensure all the necessary legislative safety nets to build a clean circular
economy and a non-toxic environment
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EDC FREE EUROPE

LET'S STOP HORMONE DISRUPTORS

Thank you for your attention!
And do get in touch...

Sandra Jen, EDC-Free Europe Campaign Coordinator
sandra@edc-free-europe.org

www.edc-free-europe.org



